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Ancient coins, and particularly hoards of such coins, are probably the most valuable 

indication of the geo-political situation in a region during a given historical period. A 

perfect example of this are a large number of hoards from Bulgaria dating to the 2
nd

 / 

1
st
 c. BC, which contain a mixture of Celtic coins and Roman / Hellenistic issues. 

Particularly interesting are such hoards dating to the period of the Scordisci Wars 

(second half of 2
nd

 c. BC / 1
st
 c. BC) found at various sites across Bulgaria, which reflect 

the historically recorded events of the period. 

 An interesting example of this are the exceptionally large amounts of coins of the 

Roman Quaestor Aesillas (Fig. 1) found in hoards together with Celtic issues. Such 

hoards from Bulgaria include those from Chirpan, Nova Zagora, Haskovo, Levka 

(Haskovo region), Stroyno (Jambol region), Belitsa (Blagoevgrad reg.), etc. Aesillas was 

Roman quaestor in Macedonia from circa 90 – 75 BC, the period of the most frequent 

and devastating raids on the Roman province by the local Celtic and Thracian tribes 

(see ‘The Scordisci Wars’ article). Other such hoards of mixed Celtic and Roman issues 

dating from the same period (the first third of the 1
st
 c. BC) include those from 

Topolovo (Plovdiv reg.), Kolyo Marinovo and Bratya Daskalovi (both in the Chirpan area 

of Stara Zagora region), Dolno Botevo (Haskovo region), and the Boljarino hoard also 

from the Plovdiv region (Prokopov 1995). It appears that the presence of such a high 

number of Roman issues from this period, found together with Celtic coins in Thrace, is 

a result of the aforementioned attacks on Roman territory in the southern Balkans and 

Greece, particularly those during the first third of the 1
st
 c. BC (see below). 

  

  

                                  

 

Fig. 1 - Aesillas AR Tetradrachm (90 – 75 BC) from Bratya Daskalovi, Chirpan region, 

Bulgaria.  

(after Prokopov, Paunov, Filipova 2011; see numismatics section 1 with cited lit.) 

http://balkancelts.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/aesilas-1.jpg


 

Fig 2 – Philip III (or Alexander III) original (?), Celtic ‘Philip III type” drachmas, and a 

Roman Republican Dinar (C. Naevius Balbus, minted in Rome in 79 BC), found together 

in a hoard at Bratya Daskalovi, Chirpan region 

(after Prokopov, Paunov, Filipova 2011) 

  

  

The area of modern southwestern Bulgaria in particular has recently provided us with 

especially valuable information pertaining to the period of the Scordisci Wars (2
nd

 half 

of 2
nd

 / 1
st
 c. BC). Hoards of silver coins dating to this period from the area of the 

western Rhodope mountains and the Upper Mesta river valley typically contain a 

mixture of Celtic and Roman/Hellenistic issues, i.e. – tetradrachms of the Celtic ‘Thasos 

type’ (see numismatics section 2) together with tetradrachms of the Athens ‘New Style’, 

First Macedonian Region, and the aforementioned Roman Quaestor Aesilla, as well as 

large numbers of Roman Republican dinars. Examples of such hoards have been 

recorded from the Belitza, Blagoevgrad, Gotsche Delchev, Kustendil, and Razlog areas 

(Filipova, Prokopov 2008, 168-169; see Numismatics section 6 with cited lit.). It should be 

noted that many of the Celtic ‘Thasos type’ silver tetradrachms are struck over Roman 

issues. Special mention should also be made of ‘some thousands’ of bronze Celtic coins 

from the same period, also from the Rhodope/Upper Mesta area, most of which are 

minted over the coinage of Macedonian rulers and cities. Example of such come from 

hoards discovered around the towns of Gotsche Delchev, Bansko, Eleschnitza, Razlog, 

Belitza, Jakoruka, and Ognyanovo (loc cit).  
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Roman First Macedonian Region and Aesillas issues from the numismatic collection of 

the Kyustendil Regional Museum, Western Bulgaria  

Hoards including coins of the Roman quaestor Aesillas have been found in the villages of 

Zhabokrut and  Krumovo (Kyustendil region, Western Bulgaria), and near the village of 

Chepino, Pernik region (IGCH 646). Tetradrachm hoards of the First Macedonian Region 

have been found in the village of Skrino, Kyustendil region, in the village of Kralev Dol, 

Pernik region (IGCH 894), in the village of Studena, Pernik region and from village of 

Turokovtsi, Trun area, Pernik region. 

(After Filipova S., Ilya Prokopov I., Paunov E. The Numismatic Collection of the Regional 

Historical Museum at Kyustendil (Ancient Ulpia Pautalia) Part 1: Greek, Thracian, 

Macedonian, Roman Republican and Roman Provincial Coins. (CCCHBulg) Volume II. 

Sofia 2009) 

http://balkancelts.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/mac-aes-pc.jpg


The nature of these hoards, and their geographical and temporal contexts, clearly 

indicates that the presence of such a large quantity of Roman/Hellenistic coins from the 

period in question in this part of Thrace is a direct result of the Celtic raids on Roman 

Macedonia (and Greece) in the late 2
nd

 / early 1
st
 c. BC (on the chronology of these attacks 

see ‘The Scordisci Wars’ article). This in turn logically indicates that the Celtic tribes of 

the Rhodope/ Mesta area of today’s southwestern Bulgaria were one of the main 

participants in the conflict between the Balkan ‘barbarian’ tribes and Rome during this 

period, a fact which is confirmed in ancient historical sources (loc cit). 
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A most interesting numismatic phenomenon to be observed in late Iron Age coin hoards 

from the territory of today’s Bulgaria are the aforementioned Celtic coins minted 

(struck) over Hellenistic and Roman issues. This is to be observed, for example, on the 

Celtic Strymon/Trident issues minted over Macedonian bronze coins, and with a large 

number of Celtic silver ‘Thasos’ coins minted over Athens New Style tetradrachms (fig. 

3), as well as those of the Roman Quaestor Aesillas (fig. 4). 

  

 

Fig. 3 – Celtic ‘Thasos type’ Tetradrachma minted over Athens ‘New Style’ original. 

Second decade of the 1
st
 c. BC. (Popina hoard (#439). Silestra region, northeastern Bulgaria) 

http://balkancelts.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/dm-1-thasos.jpg


(After De Callatay, Prokopov 1994 (De Callatay F., Prokopov I. An Overstrike of a 

Hellenistic Tetradrachm in the Popina Hoard (ICGH 930). In: Numismatika Hronika. 

Hellenistic Numismatic Society. # 13. Athens 1994. P. 37-44) 

  

  

 

  

Fig. 4 – Celtic ‘Thasos type’ tetradrachma minted over that of the Roman Quaestor 

Aesillas (early 1
st
 c. BC) 

On Herakles’ left knee the Q (short for Quaestor – similar to English P) can be seen. 

There are also faint traces of Alexander’s hair locks at the metal disturbance in Dionysos’ 

cheek from the Roman original. 

  

  

The historical context in which these coins were produced – during a bitter struggle 

between the ‘barbarians’ and the Roman empire, should be borne in mind. From a 

psychological perspective the fact that the Celtic population in Thrace took the trouble 

to mint over the Roman/Hellenistic coins, instead of simply using the classical issues, is a 

clear political statement – a rejection of the classical images portrayed on the originals, 

and by extension the culture which produced them. 
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